Learn Morse Code

There are different methods to learn morse code, the method described here is aimed at
helping the radio amateur pass the NTC morse code examination.

A reminder, the NTC morse code exam gauges your ability to copy and decode Morse code
at 5 wpm, letters A-Z only (no numbers, no punctuations, no sending morse code).

There is no easy way to learn morse code, it takes time, patience and regular practice,
it is better to learn 15 minutes a day rather than 2 hours on the same day each week.

To help memorize the alphabet, this learning method uses cue cards, and alphabet is
divided into groups A_ E,F J,K O,P_ TandU Z

The user progresses at their own pace by memorizing a group and when confident of
having memorized that group moving to the next group, also recalling the previous groups
before a new group is memorized until all the morse code alphabet has been memorized.

This way of learning morse code using cue cards may seem boring but the user will learn
morse code in a semi-random way.
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When saying the morse code symbols it is better to say dot as di and dash as dah.
Dash dot dash (K) is said as dah di dah and when di is at the end of the morse code
letter it is pronounced as dit, examples dah dah di dit (Z), di dah dit (R) and dit (E).

To use the cue cards, the cue card software has to be downloaded and installed.
See LMC 7. Download for the links to download CueCard
See 4. Installing CueCard

Using cue cards, the alphabet letters have been arranged in groups within a file.
1.A_E ... 2.F _J... 3.A_J... 4. K O... 5A _0...6.P_T... 7.A _T...
8.U Z...and 9. A_ Z
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The user will notice that after memorizing group 1. A_E then group 2. F_J.....
Group 3. A_J combines 1. and 2 and after memorizing group 4. K_O.....

Group 5. A_O combines 1, 2,and 4 and after memorizing group 6. P_T....
Group 7. A_T combines 1, 2, 4 and 6 and after memorizing group 8 U_Z....
Group 9. A Z combines 1, 2, 4, 6 and 8.

This allows the previous memorized groups to be recalled, learning cw in a semi

random way.
One way to learn cw is to memorise the table opposite

A ® ==

Then cover the morse symbols and guess the morse
B mmeee® | symbol associated with each letter.
C - o mm § )

Do the same by covering the letters and guess the
D Emee letter associated with each morse symbol.
E ]

Having memorised the table we can start and use the
cue cards for A_E.

After A_E has been memorized and the cue card software has been installed, use
the Cuecard desktop icon / File / Open and click on the Cuecard file to open.
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_ L) 1A - Eweu - CueCarg e = ]
Example using 1.A_E | File  Print | Options | Help

[
. Add hew card Select Study Made... "
Open 1.A_E file buttons beloy I l} Card I lst
- ready to begi‘

E

L& Ewcu

1.A_E Select a Study Mode

CueCard offerz several ways to leamn. Each of the following 'modes’ is designed

. . to zerve a different part of the memaornzation process. Chooze from the fallowing
Select: OptlonS mades, and hit Ok to continue.

(7 Learn Mode Progressively teaches you the flash cards by starting with a
Select Study Mode fenw atd adding rmare urtil pou've mastered the whols deck,
Thiz iz the best way to learn new cards.

. @ Quiz Mode The deck. iz shown in random order, and at the end a grade
Quiz Mode iz given based on how many vou got right. Use this mode ko
zee how you would do on a real life test of the matenial.

OK ") Review Mode  Cards are shown continuously in random arder, as in previous

verziong of CueCard. Thiz mode is good for quickly refreshing
WAL TEMnOry,

ak. %_H Cancel

Play around with any of the Options such as Shuffle Cards, Swap Question / Answer
and Keep Scores by ticking or unticking the boxes. Click Study.

Same with Study Mode.

[ 1A _Ewcu - CueCard = » IETE G s o s S
File  Print Options\_ Help File Print Options Help
Add new car Select Study Mode... - Add new cards, delete cards and edit cards using the
buttons belo Reset Scores C ard Llst buttons below, Press the Study butkon when vou're C ﬂl"d List
ready to beg ready to begin studving!
- ¥ | Keep Score
Question v | Shuffle Cards Score Question Answer Score
(AJpeg pg v | Swap Question/Answer (AJpegipgl (A DOTIPEG jpg)
(B JPEG.jpg e Sounds (B JPEGjpa) {B: DOT IPEG,jpg)
{C IPEG,jpg d Sounds {C IPEG.jpy) {(C DOT JPEG.jpg)
(D JPEG.jpg Show Timer (D IPEG.jpag) (D DOT JPEG.jpg)
{E JPEG.jpg BT E—— {E JPEG.jpg) (E DOT IPEG.jpg)
Select Card Background...
Select Language...

Edit Card | | Delete Card

Edit Card | [ Delete Card
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Read the question below and say the answer to yourself, then press Show Answer,
followed by Correct or Incorrect, press either Correct or Incorrect.

£ 1A _Ewcu* - CueCard

eSS

_
1 1A _Ewcu” - CueCard

File Print Options  Help

Read the guestion below and sav the answer to yourself,
Then press Show Answer, Followed by Correct or Incorrect
{depending on whether vou answered correctly).

Study Cards

File  Print Options Healp

Read the guestion below and sav the answer to vourself,
Then press Show Answer, Followed by Correct or Incorrect
{depending on whether vou answered correctly),

b )

Study Cards

D

D

dah di dit

[ Shom Answer |

’ Stop studying ]

’ Collectw [ Incomect ]

Stop studying

After going through the file, selecting Correct or Incorrect, the user will get a Grade, to
view the results click on X (close) then Options, click Reset Scores.

Do you really want to reset all scores ? click Yes. Repeat the learning by clicking Study.

T - = = k=, = R T T T T
['1A_Ewcu® - CueCard. CHIE=RRRSBI (L) 1A Eweu® - CueCard| [=Jral= 1
| File  Print  Options  Help File Print  Options hHeIp
Read the question below and say the answer to yourself, add new cards, delete cards and edit cards using the .
Then press Show Answer, followed by Correct or Incorrect St].l(l),7 C ards buttons helow.J Press the Study button when vou're C al"d Llst
{depending on whether you answered correctly), ready to begin studying!
Question Answer Score
[ Quiz Results =) (A jpegpa) (ADOT IPEG jpo) e
(BJPEG.jpg) (B DOT JPEGpg) L00%%
. 0 [Close] (C JPEG jpg) {C DOT JPEG jpg) %
Grade. D- (60.00 /0) (D JPEG jpa) (D DOT JPEG.jpg) Les
(EJPEG.jpg) (EDOT JPEG.jpg) 1002
Mot so great. You need more practice!
Correct answers: 3
Incarrect answers: 2
B ——
[ Stop studying ] | Mew Card | El-:lil Card _' '_Delete -Eald




@”M AT o] 14 e -cuccord = ol x ]
Frte Print [ Options | Help File Print Options  Help
Add new car Select Study Madle... - Add new cards, delete cards and edit cards using the "
buttons belo Herel SEores C al‘d Llst buttons below. Press the Study button when vou're C ﬂl‘d Llst
ready to beg h ready to begin studvying!
_ ¥ | Keep Score
Question 71| shime et Scare Question Answer Score
A L : 0% A jpeg ADOTIPEG, 1%
f Jpeﬂj_pg ¥ | Swap Question/Answer . ‘ Jpeg}_pg} ¢ Ipg!
{BJPEG,jpg 100% (B IPEG jpg) "= T L%
(CIPEGjpg  Play Sounds % {C JPEG jpg) | “H5°2 T —— = o
(D JPEG jpy Show Timer 100% (D JPEG.jpg) 0%
{EJPEG.jpg 100% {E IPEG.jpa) P~ 0%
Select Card Font... I.el Da you really want to reset all scores?
Select Card Background... =
Select Language...

Edit Card | [ Delete Card [ Study | [(MewCard | | Edit Card | [ Delete Card | Study |

To repeat the file click on Study.

Keep repeating until the opposite | ]
grade is given, do this a few times Grade. A+ (100000/0)

and when confident move to the

next flle after 1 that WOUId be 2 Perfect score!! Turn off the computer and go outside, you don't need any mare studying.
then 3. etc. The alphabet and Correct answers: 5
. . Incorrect answers: 0
cue card file are both memorized
the same way as file1. A_E L'\-"iew Quiz Resultsj

To close the software click X then click No

— —

| File Print Options Help

| s A e e e s e' The current file has unsaved changes. Do you want to save
buttons below, Press the Study button when you're Cﬂl“'d Llst l\ " them?

ready to begin studyving!
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Having got a A+ Grade a few times after memorizing A_E, we cangoto F_J

F comme We can now memorise the opposite table
like we did when we memorised A_E.
G - .
H eeee When confident we can go to the 2.F_J cue cards
w1 i)
J & mm - - 2F _Lweu LA Jweu

2.F_J 3.A_J

Click the 2.F_J file and memorize the same way as A_E until you receive
A Grade + score, repeat a few times and now we can move to 3.A_J.

The 3.A_J file combines 1.A_E and 2.F_J recalling what has been previously
memorized and memorized the same way as A_E until you receive A Grade + score.

Do this a few times receiving the A Grade+ score and now to memorizing K_O

K - o mm We can now memorise the opposite table
L like we did when we memorised A_E
oemmeeo
M — When confident we can goto the 4. K_O cue cards
N = L E,
0 . 4K _Oweu 5.4 _Oweu

4. K O 5.A_ 0O
Click the 4.K_O file and memorize the same way as A_E until you receive
A Grade + score, repeat a few times and now we can move to 5.A_O.

The 5.A_O file combines 1.A_E , 2.F_J and 4.K_O recalling what has been previously
memorized and memorized the same way as A_E until you receive A Grade + score.

Learning the remaining morse code alphabet groups 6. P_T and 8. U_ Z and using the
recall groups 7.A_T and 9.A_Z is the same as described above.

This way the user progresses through the alphabet at their own pace while re calling the
previously memorized groups until group 9.A Z is reached. Repeat this group a few times



Quiz Results

Grade: A+ (100.00%)

Perfect score!! Turn off the computer and go outside, you don't need any more studying.
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9..A - Zwcu
Carrect answers: 26

Incorrect answers: O

Yiew Quiz Results

After having memorized the morse code alphabet we can read newspapers, billboards and
car licence plates etc in morse.

The next step is listening to cw being sent and writing down the cw being received.

Having first memorized the morse code, there are free morse training software which can
be downloaded and set up to send mixed 5 letter groups at 5 wpm or lower including.

Just Learn Morse Code and MorseCat.20 links are included in 7.Download.

Refrain from sending cw until proficient at receiving morse code, for the NTC exam that
will be above the 5 wpm.

Before taking the NTC 5 wpm cw exam, practice receiving morse code at say 6 wpm
See 3.NTC Morse Code Exam
There could be errors, any problems try uninstalling and reinstalling CueCard.

If this method of learning morse code is found unsuitable, look at other methods to learn
morse code, there are also learn morse code online websites.

73 de John 4F3EW / GM4DKO 14 December 2022

Note: As this article is about passing the NTC morse code examination numbers are not
Included, using cue cards numbers can be added by the user.



