Morse Code Training Software

This article was written to help the radio amateur pass the NTC morse code exam.

At this moment in time part of the requirement to obtain the Philippine NTC Class A
amateur radio licence, the radio amateur has to pass the NTC Element 1 Morse Code
Exam. The other requirement is to pass the Class A theory exam.

The NTC morse code exam is receive only with a total of 25 groups with each group
having 5 letters A-Z only (no numbers, no punctuations) sent at 5 WPM.

A morse code trainer (tutor) is software that generates and sends morse letters,
numbers and characters and can be adjusted to send morse code at varying speeds.

There are free morse code training software which can be downloaded and installed
on the user’s PC or laptop etc There are also free websites to learn Morse code online.

A morse code (cw) trainer can be useful when studying to take the NTC morse code
exam because with some trainers the speed of the morse code being sent can be
varied from 2 wpm and upwards, they can also be set to send only groups of 5 letters.

There is no easy or right way to learn morse code and somehow the morse code
alphabet has to be memorised which takes time and patience.

When learning morse code try and make it a regular habit to learn/memorise/copy
morse code for say at least 15 mins per day.

After the alphabet has been confidently memorised then is the time to start and listen
to morse code being sent from a morse trainer.

The aim is to pass the NTC 5 wpm receive only morse code exam so it is better to
concentrate on receiving morse code and aim to be comfortable copying cw at say 6
wpm and refrain from sending cw until after passing the exam or copying at 6-7wpm.

With some morse trainers, the user can receive cw at a speed lower than 5 wpm and
gradually increase speed being confident copying cw at the lower speed before moving
to a higher speed. While others the minimum speed can start at 5 wpm or 10 wpm etc

Morse code trainers have to be set up, in the case of the NTC morse code exam some
can be set up for groups of 5 letters at 5 wpm or lower and building up to 5 wpm.

There are free morse trainers available for download including the one described below.
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MorseCat Beta 2.0....File name: morsecat20.zip....Size: 317 KB
https://morsecat-beta.software.informer.com/
MorseCat Beta 2.0 can be set up for sending mixed 5 letter groups, starting with a

minimum speed of 2 wpm.
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To make this article more manageable, unnecessary information has been removed

from some screens.

After setting up the Main
screen, to set up the letters
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that is A-Z only.
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After Start you will hear KA (dah di dah di dah) and there will be a time delay before
hearing cw, this delay depends on the speed selected.

At 5 wpm there is a 7-8 second delay, with a 22 second delay at 2 wpm, at 10 wpm the
delay is a few seconds with the faster the chosen wpm the shorter will be the delay.
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Play around with the settings. The Character Set letters can be changed to Capitals
The user can start again by deleting the morsecat20 folder and clicking morsecat20.zip

To uninstall the program, delete the morsecat20 folder, the program does not make
any changes to the registry or to other files or directories.

Read the READ_ME.TXT file.

This article has been a guide to setting up and using Morsecat 2.0 there could be errors
There are other morse training software available.

The NTC morse code exam article has information for taking the NTC morse code exam.

https://www.para.org.ph/docs/NTC%20Morse%20Code%20Exam.pdf
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