
INTERNATIONAL   FRIENDSHIP   EXCHANGE (INFEX)

AND   DX   CONTEST
The Girl Scouts of the Philippines will celebrate the Annual International Friendship Exchange (INFEX) and DX Contest on Friday, 20 February 2009 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

The Opening Ceremony will start at exactly 8:00 o’clock in the morning.  We are encouraging Senior and Cadet Girl Scouts to participate in the said contest. Please coordinate with your respective Troop Leaders/Councils.

Please click on http://www.para.org.ph/INFEX2009.htm to download the registration form and logsheet.  You can also visit our web site at www.girlscouts.org.ph.

HISTORY OF AMATEUR RADIO PROGRAM 

IN THE GIRL SCOUTS OF THE PHILIPPINES
An amateur station was already in existence in the 1950’s with Francis Larcebal as its authorized operator using the DU1 GSP call sign.  It was only in the latter part of 1979 that GSP recognized the potential of offering Ham Radio as a Program Activity in the Senior and Cadet levels.  A student club named Girl Scouts of the Philippines Ham Radio Training Society GSP (HARTS) was created.  The National Telecommunications Commissions formally accredited it in 1983.

GSP HARTS was a student club where the general membership came from duly registered Seniors and Cadets nationwide ages 14-18.  The name has a special significance in that, in accordance with the NTC’s guidelines for Radio Amateur organizations, students/minors will have to belong to a training club in order to be able to operate under the supervision of a licensed amateur operator.

Purpose and Objectives of the GSP HARTS:

1. To enhance international goodwill and understanding with other nations through Amateur Radio Communications;

2. To discover and develop potential talents and interest among the Girl Scouts in electronics, Radio Communications and their allied fields for future career and livelihood;

3. To promote the Amateur Radio hobby as a leisure time activity for the youth;

4. To develop national consciousness through involvement in emergency and disaster operations by providing communications nationwide throughout the various GSP Councils.

Activities offered to achieve the above objectives are:

1. Ham Radio Communications Seminar – conducted in different councils to prepare the girls for activities using the Ham Radio and in preparation for the Amateur Radio Operators Examination.

2. Ham Radio Dxing Sessions – train the girls to go DXing with the assistance of a licensed amateur operator.

3. Ham Radio Badgework Program – girls pursue a series of graduated skills proficiency in amateur radio and earned a special interest badge in Ham Radio.

4. Ham Radio Technical Sessions – girls are trained the rudiments of electricity, electronics and radio communications with the aim of being able to build their own code practice oscillator kit (CPO).

5. Ham Radio Aide Program – this prepares the girls to assist by handling messages, or served as ham radio aide or be a junior trainer, in camp or any other activities both national or regional in scope. 

6. Ham Radio Correspondence Program – series of articles appear in the GSP magazines to supplement the regular sessions and offer information about HR for the rest of the Councils.

Implementation of the GSP HARTS Program was vested into a national committee headed by Mr. George Francisco, DU1GF as chairman and trustee of DX1GSP.  Other members are Mr. Rudy Roxas, DU1RF, trainer and consultant; Mr. Jiro Miyoshi, JA3UB, consultant; Mrs. Lourdes Gutierrez  (GSP PR Chairman) member and Mrs. Linda R. Mison, DU1CDY, GSP National Ham Radio Coordinator and trainer.

As more and more girls and adults became licensed operators, and members became more service oriented, it was time to change the name.  Thus, the name GSP SHARES came about.  Scouts Ham Radio Enthusiasts for Service was an appropriate name given because girls and adults started to assist in may Ham Radio activities, not only in the Girl Scouts realm but also in the Amateur World both nationwide and worldwide.  The GSP SHARES members were asked to help in the national elections, PARA conventions, parades, national and international camps. The setting up of a HR emergency station in Baguio during the earthquake in 1980, the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo and the linking of a Vietnamese family with a missing son in September 1988, among other things 

The GSP SHARES started the International Friendship Exchange in 1984.  Later, a DX contest was added.  Here girls contact local and international stations to earn points for their Council.  Awards are given to the winners with the most number of points and the amateur station or licensed operator is also recognized.  The club also joins the Jamboree-on-the-Air (JOTA) conducted by the Boy Scouts every October.

DX1 GSP operates continuously.  Operated by adults at NHQ, it is available for use by the girls anytime.  Some members have learned to install portable dipole antennas so that the station can be mobilized in a short notice and operate within a few hours in case of emergency.  DX1 GSP checks into the Philippine Amateur Radio Association (PARA) net on 40 meters (7.045 mhz.).  

The International Friendship Exchange & DX Contest was conceived with the idea of commemorating the joint birthdays of Lord and Lady Baden Powell on February 22 known as Thinking Day.  Girls and adults are given the chance to greet one another via the Amateur Radio. 

The Objectives are as follows:

1st  -  To give girls, who are ham radio enthusiasts, the opportunity to exchange ideas related to the Girl Scout Movement and Thinking Day using the Amateur Radio as communication tool.

2nd  -  To convey individual Thinking Day greetings to fellow Girl Scouts and Guides from all parts of the world.

3rd  -  To encourage the girl participants to make friends on local and international grounds as part of badgework on the Challenge of World Community and Preparedness.

And lastly, to enable the girls to exercise the knowledge and skills learned in Ham Radio training.

DX CONTEST RULES & PROCEDURES

CONTEST PERIOD:  On phone only, from 0500Z to 0900Z (UTC) or from 1:00pm to 5:00pm               Philippines time, February 20, 2009.


BANDS :  Amateur Bands on HF only: 15 meters, 20 meters and 40 meters 

ENTRY CLASSIFICATION is Multi-band, multi-operator

POWER AND FREQUENCIES should be within the limits of the local Amateur Radio Station’s License

RESTRICTIONS

1. Only registered Senior and Cadet Girl Scouts for the year 2008-2009 can join.  Preferably, contestants should have had experiences of Ham Radio activities/training/orientations. 

2. There should be one (1) patrol per Amateur Radio Station/s (ARS).  However, the Council can have more than one (1) patrol consultant.  One patrol should have a minimum of six (6) and a maximum of eight (8) girls, regardless of troop affiliation.  All other girls in the station will be observers only.

3. Only amateurs/clubs with updated licenses can assist the Girl Scouts during the event.  (Note:  In case, there is an application to operate as special call/station, an endorsement from PARA is required before applying with NTC.)     

4. Only Amateur stations whose clubs are affiliated with PARA are authorized to operate.

5. Under the full supervision of the licensed Amateur Radio Operator, all the girl contestants (6-8 girls) should be able to contact a station during the contest period. 

6. No local licensed Amateur should try to contact stations for his/her patrol (Licensed Amateur include licensed Girl Scout Amateurs).

7. Taking points from duplicate contacts is not allowed.  A station should be worked (or contacted) only once, except for DX1GSP (see scoring).

8. Only 2009 INFEX and DX contest registration form and logsheet should be submitted.  

CONTEST CALL AND EXCHANGE

For the LOCAL CALL

Call CQ CQ

Exchange Station Callsign, Handle, QTH, Signal Report, Serial Number and Thinking Day Greetings.

For the DX CALL

Call CQ DX, not contest

Exchange Station Callsign, QTH, Signal Report and Serial Number, if the station knows the mechanics of the DX Contest and Thinking Day Greetings.

Explain Thinking Day and DX Contest briefly if the operator of the station worked does not know anything about the event.  Always remember to convey Thinking Day Greetings.

REGISTRATION


You can register through the following:

1. Submit the 2009 INFEX/DX Contest Registration Form before February 20, 2009.  You can send it by:

Mail
:
MRS. GINNIE W. ORIBIANA

Officer-In-Charge/Program Division


Girl Scouts of the Philippines

National Headquarters 

901 Padre Faura Street

1000 Ermita, Manila

 
    Email

:
gsp_prog@tri-isys.com





gspnhq@tri-isys.com


   Fax No.

:
(02) 524-5144

Or


    Register with DX1GSP between 8:45 a.m. and 12:00 noon.

SCORING

Any local individual station


-  2 points




Any local club station


-  5 points




Any DX Contact (both YL & OM station)
-  3 points




For the BONUS POINTS:




Any contact with DX1GSP – 50 points per band contact

REPORTING

1. Submit the following by mail, fax or email postmarked not later than March 15, 2009 to:  

Mail

:
MRS. GINNIE W. ORIBIANA

Program Director


Girl Scouts of the Philippines

National Headquarters 

901 Padre Faura Street

1000 Ermita, Manila

 
    
Email

:
gsp_prog@pldtdsl.net
            
                             gspnhq@pldtdsl.net

     
Fax No.
:
(02) 524-5144

2. Council Report on the INFEX and DX Contest with photos.
3. Duly accomplished 2009 DX Contest Logsheet certified true and correct by the Licensed Amateur Operator.

4. Photocopy of the Amateur’s/Club’s updated Licenses.

OTHER DETAILS

1. All stations should check back to the Net Control, DX1GSP at 7.095 mhz. at exactly 5:00p.m. 

2. Violation of the Contest Rules disqualifies the patrol (e.g. Amateurs/Clubs without updated licenses during the contest, 2009 logsheets not duly accomplished, not all girl contestants were able to contact/are registered with GSP, did not register for the INFEX, did not check back, etc.)

AWARDS

1. Plaques for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd placers for FIXED STATION & FIELD STATION will be given both to the Councils and the Amateur Radio Stations (ARS) or the Club Stations. Certificates of Recognition will be given to the girls of the 6 winning patrols.

2. The decision of the Awards Committee is final.

3. The list of winners will be circularized and announced on the DU NET.
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